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Total number of 
criminal cases  
paid by Legal 
Services Agency 
Northern Ireland 
between 2016-17  
to 2020-21

2020-21 2016-17

2018-19

2017-18

2019-20
34,930

33,696

32,911

37,63223,611

Source: Legal Services Agency Northern Ireland



AN INSPECTION OF CRIMINAL 
LEGAL AID PROCESSING 
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE LEGAL AID MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM IN SUPPORTING THE ACHIEVEMENT OF STRATEGIC 
BUSINESS OBJECTIVES AND IMPROVED SERVICE DELIVERY

Criminal Legal Aid Expenditure in Northern Ireland 2016-17 to 2020-21 
in Magistrates’ Court and Crown Court (including exceptionality)

Magistrates’ Court Crown Court

2016-17

£17,123,596

£18,538,110

2017-18

£15,944,144

£16,546,046

2018-19

£15,881,909

£16,572,876

2019-20

£17,467,823

£19,028,205

2020-21

£11,504,711

£17,624,496

Source: Legal Services Agency Northern Ireland
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TOTAL 
CRIMINAL 
LEGAL AID 
EXPENDITURE 
IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND

2019-20

34,930
CASES PAID

£39,740,362

2020-21

23,611
CASES PAID

£33,840,568Source: Legal Services Agency Northern Ireland


