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Non section 1 Section 1
Evidence of single incident(s) Domestic Evidence of controlling and coercive behaviour

of abusive behaviour - a course of behaviour that is abusive to another person likely
For example: common assault, criminal damage, harassment. I“Cldent to cause physical or pyschological harm.

Section 18 Section 5

Is there a personal connection? Is there a personal connection?
(an intimate or family relationship) (an intimate or family relationship)

Section 15 YES Are there children involved?

Did the incident(s) take place in a domestic setting? ’ ’
Section 8 Section 9
Victim aged under 18? Relevant child involved?

Offence aggravated by domestic abuse YES YES

Enhanced sentencing powers up to the maximum penalty available.

C Domestic Abuse Offence

Increased sentencing powers with a maximum penalty of up to 12 months
imprisonment in Magistrates’ Court and 14 years imprisonment in Crown Court.
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USE OF THE ACT DOMESTIC ABUSE OFFENCE AND CHILD AGGRAVATORS TO DATE

Domestic abuse Cases with Section 8 Cases with Section 9
offence/controlling (child victim) (relevant child)
or coercive behaviour aggravator aggravator

Domestic
abuse crimes

2024-25 2024-25 2024-25 2024-25
1 Apr-30 Sept 2024 1 Apr-30 Sept 2024 1 Apr-30 Sept 2024 1 Apr-30 Sept 2024

— — ] ]
1.6% of all cases 34.6%* of all cases

between 2022-23 and Sept 2024 between 2022-23 and Sept 2024

The above data is based on Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) Recorded Crime Statistics.

*  Data contained within this Year Two Progress Review was correct at the conclusion of the Review
fieldwork, however figures may subsequently have been subject to adjustment following the publication
of revised PSNI figures.
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PROSECUTIONS AND CONVICTIONS FOR CASES WITH THE DOMESTIC ABUSE OFFENCE
OR WITH OTHER OFFENCES WITH THE DOMESTIC ABUSE STATUTORY AGGRAVATOR

Bl 2022-23
B 2023-24

Domestic Abuse Cases with other Cases with both the

Offence on ly offences with domestic abuse Offence on ly offences with domestic abu
statutory offence and other statutory offence and other
aggravator only offences with the aggravatoronly offences with the
statutory agg t tatutory aggravat
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NUMBER OF CASES
SUBMITTED BY THE
PSNI TO THE PPS

FOR A DECISION

ON PROSECUTION
THAT HAD A CHILD
AGGRAVATOR
(SECTION 8 OR
SECTION 9) ATTACHED

Criminal Justice Inspection
Northern lreland
a better justice system for all
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FROM TO
O uz U | |
FEBRUARY 2022 [ \ipc oo o

59 CASES

with

61 CHILD AGGRAVATORS*

*These figures are based on unpublished PPS data provided to CJl for the

oses of this Review. The data remained unpublished at the
conclusion and publication of the Year Two Progress Review Report (9
April 2025).
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ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS AGAINST YEAR 1 REVIEW RECOMMENDATIONS

IN CJI'S 2024 REPORT INSPECTORS MADE

TWO STRATEGIC AND NINE OPERATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT

THE YEAR 2 REPORT PUBLISHED IN 2025 FOUND:

Operational Operational
Recommendations Recommendation

GOOD PROGRESS REASONABLE INSUFFICIENT NO MEANINGFUL
PROGRESS PROGRESS PROGRESS
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WHAT HAS IMPROVED?

There has been a
notable cultural shift in
how Police Officers and

An Operation Encompass Q
Information Sharing Agreement

between the PSNI and the Education
Prosecutors understood Authority was under development, to improve and reinforce the
and approached but work was at an early stage and importance of collaboration in
domestic abuse. required more collaboration. domestic abuse cases.

A Gateway Pilot between the PSNI
and the PPS and an updated Service
Level Agreement had potential

Work to raise awareness of statutory A PPS Information

guidance on the Act within the criminal Q Technology solution to Q PSNI plans for the
justice system had been taken forward by the ensure the Section 15 73 publication of Section 15
Department of Justice. A revised e-learning aggravator* is applied E aggravator* data were at
package was under development that aimed to every relevant charge an advanced stage.
to improve accessibility and uptake. was under development.

* The Section 15 Domestic Abuse aggravator provides for any other offence, other than the domestic abuse offence to be aggravated where it involves domestic abuse.
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WHAT REQUIRES FURTHER IMPROVEMENT?

2

Further discussions Exploratory work An assessment of the Collaborative efforts
are needed with the Is needed to effectiveness of the are needed to ensure
Safeguarding Board understand the PSNI training on the the completeness
for Northern Ireland options for the approach to children and accuracy of
on how Operation re-establishment in domestic abuse recording of the
Encompass can of the specialist cases is required and impact of domestic
support and be domestic abuse training was needed abuse aggravators on
supported by wider Prosecutor role. on the approach sentencing at Court.
child safeguarding to domestic abuse
practices. cases within the PSNI

Contact Management
Centre.



