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PROCESS FOR ASSESSING THE NEED FOR SPECIAL MEASURES
AND DELIVERING THE MEASURES APPROVED

Reporting a crime

Victim or witness contacts the police,
who may risk assess them or identify

vulnerable or intimidated victims and

witnesses by the offences reported. policenecdsassessment

Police take witness statement or carry out an
Achieving Best Evidence interview and complete
a Witness Care Form to identify victim or witness

File submitted to the PPS needs and the need for special measures.

File forwarded by the police to the
Public Prosecution Service for Northern
Ireland (PPS) with need for special

measures and vulnerabilities flagged. PPS needs assessment

PPS Prosecutor takes the decision to prosecute the
accused. Victim and Witness Care Unit Caseworker
notifies the victim and provides an initial needs

e assessment form to be completed by the victim.

PPS Prosecutor determines if special
measures application should be
made based on the offence and/or

evidence provided. Court hears special measures application

When a Judge grants special measures,

a victim or witness may make a pre-trial visit
to the Court or Remote Evidence Centre or

be provided with information about what to
expect from witness support services.

Victim or witness gives evidence

at trial with special measures

Victim or witness attends Court, or external
site, to give evidence. Technical support is
provided by the Northern Ireland Courts
and Tribunals Service and Witnhess Service
staff provide in Court support at trial.
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Total cases where victims and witnhesses were
automatically eligible to apply for special measures

19% 6 cases

Public
@ Prosecution
Service
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“l couldn’t possibly
have faced going
to court - if it
wasn't for the REC,
| wouldn't have
turned up.”

0 e ————————————— '
Guilty Plea Guilty Verdict Convicted Not Guilty Dismissed

iy




SPECIAL MEASURES IN Criminal Justice Inspection
Mty o e

CRIMINAL COURTS

AN INSPECTION OF #HEIR USE
il FoLLowus: ©® @

D T sl | Crimes against
omestic crimes TP children
. 44.4% 2023-24 EEED) 2023-24

Around half of violence against the person and sexual offence crimes do not progress due to evidential difficulties.**

HATE CRIMES (BY CATEGORY)

Sexual . o S Transgender

CED CED D

Source: PSNI

Note: Attrition is the proportion of cases that cannot proceed and drop out of the criminal justice system when a victim and/or witness withdraws their evidence.

** PSNI - NISRA, Outcomes of Crimes Recorded by the Police in Northern Ireland 2015/16 to 2023/24, published November 2024
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Registered Intermediaries (Rls)

——3
referrals from 2017-18 to 2024-25 =2 Type of witness that RIs
00 =9 have been requested for
1,200 B _ : 2024_25:
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. Complainant/Victim
600

Suspect/Defendant
400

. Other Witnesses
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IN 2024-25, there were only 4
occasions (0.3%) when Rls assessed
a witness and decided that no
further Rl assistance was required.
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*Impacted by the Covid Pandemic

LA



SPECIAL MEASURES IN Criminal Justice Inspection
NORTHERN IRELAND’S Northern lrelancg

CRIMINAL COURTS a better justice system for al
AN INSPECTION OF #4HEIR USE

AND OPERATION FOLLOW US: ‘

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2025 (NICTS PROVISIONAL FIGURES)

,

134
Granted Granted

34
- Withdrawn 9
Withdrawn 2
Refused/ 26
Dismissed
I_Reflfsedl 1 Other )

(no order made)
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