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Non section 1 Section 1

Evidence of single incident(s) Domestic Evidence of controlling and coercive behaviour

of abusive behaviour - a course of behaviour that is abusive to another person likely
For example: common assault, criminal damage, harassment I“Cldent to cause physical or psychological harm

Section 18 Section 5

Is there a personal connection? Is there a personal connection?
(an intimate or family relationship) (an intimate or family relationship)

Section 15 YES Are there children involved?

Did the incident(s) take place in a domestic setting? —m Section 8 Section 9
ection ection

Victim aged under 18? Relevant child involved?

Offence aggravated by domestic abuse

Enhanced sentencing powers up to the maximum penalty available

C Domestic Abuse Offence

Increased sentencing powers with a maximum penalty of up to 12 months
imprisonment in Magistrates’ Court and 14 years imprisonment in Crown Court
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SECTIONS 1, 8 AND 9 THROUGH THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
(FROM FEBRUARY 2022 TO END MARCH 2025)
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‘ Section 1 Domestic Abuse

e Recorded: Police Service of Northern
lreland (PSNI) recorded crime statistics
(victim-based crime)

e Arrest: PSNI custody records where a
person has been arrested

3,010

1,338

Charged PPS

95

B -

Charged PPS

8 0 16

‘ Section 8 Child Victim

o Charged: Number of custody records
where a person has been arrested and
subsequently charged

e PPS: Number of files received by
the Public Prosecution Service for
Northern Ireland (PPS) from the PSNI

Court Cases

1,003

- =

Court Cases

Convictions Proven

62
6 40 0
I 18

Convictions

Proven

‘ Section 9 Relevant Child

e Court cases: Cases dealt with at Court

e Convictions: Cases dealt with at
Court and resulting in a Conviction

e Proven: Cases dealt with at Court
where the aggravator was proven
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Data from the PSNI, Operation Encompass referrals and Department of Justice
of prosecutions dealt with at Court in 2024-25 showed:

Section 1 domestic abuse arrests and There were 16,025 Operation The number of child aggravators
charges increased slightly, but child Encompass referrals, indicating proven in Court remained
aggravators (Section 8 Child Victim or far more children were affected by extremely low.
Section 9 Relevant Child) were applied domestic abuse than were reflected
in only 1% or less of cases. in criminal justice outcomes.
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WHAT REQUIRES FURTHER IMPROVEMENT?

Training across the

criminal justice system
to improve how
domestic abuse cases
are dealt with and to
ensure quality and
consistency to meet the
requirements of the Act.

A child-centred
approach to
investigations and
prosecutions to ensure
children’s voices
are properly heard
and represented as
intended by the Act.

The accurate, complete
and consistent
recording of when
aggravators are
applied and Domestic
Abuse sentences
are enhanced or not
enhanced at Court.

The use of out of
Court disposals
for domestic
abuse offences
in exceptional
circumstances only
when prosecuting

domestic abuse cases.

Data collection by
the PSNI, the PPS
for Northern Ireland
and the Northern
Ireland Courts and
Tribunals Service to
identify patterns and
emerging issues.




